
July 2021 news update 
 

 

As we look back on the past 18 months & digest the responses from our 2nd 

survey, we can all see the impact the pandemic has had upon us & the league 

in general. On a more positive note, most teams have said they will be 

registering for the new season in Sept. 

Unfortunately, because of team resignations through player shortages, we are 

now faced with the reality of playing a 12/13 team per division format with 

multiple `Open Nights `when the new season starts in Sept. This figure assumes 

that all remaining teams in the league (currently 63) will be registering for the 

new season, however it could change if we receive any further team 

resignations. 

As a contingency, in tandem with the current league format, we are currently 

formulating a 4 division scenario - possibly 2 Front First & 2 All In divisions 

containing 16 teams per division, however we do recognise that this format 

may not suit everyone – hence we will be taking a vote on this at the AGM & 

let you (the teams) decide which option you want….. 

 

1) Possible 12/13 teams per division with multiple Open Nights 

 

2) 4 divisions of 16 teams – made up of 2 Front First & 2 All In 

 

 

A number of teams have also expressed a preference for 10 v 10 instead of the 

current 12 v 12 format. We realise that this is a very contentious issue with 

arguments both for & against. A vote on the playing format will also take place 

at the AGM. 

 

 

 

 



Another scenario that needs addressing is the increasing number of teams 

struggling for 12 players on the night. A possible solution – used by other 

leagues – is the lowest scoring players (maximum of 2) playing again, but with 

the caveat they can`t score more than they did first time around. Once again, 

this is a very contentious issue that will be decided by a vote at the AGM.   

 

Some teams have also asked if we can delay the start of the season until the 

end of Sept. In the ideal world it would be nice, however our fixture format 

works in conjunction with several other leagues around the Bristol area & if we 

amend the format for our own specific needs we run the risk of introducing 

double bookings for teams that share their alley with another team. 

 

Handbooks – most, if not all, the information you see in the handbook is now 

freely available for viewing on the league website & accessible via your PC, 

Ipad/tablet & phone.  The league website has recorded over 15,000 hits, which 

suggests a lot of players/teams are actively using the website as a means of 

accessing league information.  

As a result, we are currently investigating the possibility of reducing the 

number of league handbooks issued at the start of the season.  

 

Health & Safety – as a league we cannot enforce or dictate how a pub, club, 

team operates whilst playing skittles during these unprecedented times – we 

can only advise & trust that they take the appropriate measures/precautions 

whilst participating in a game of skittles. Our primary concern is the health & 

safety of all players and, should the situation dictate, we will take the 

appropriate course of action. 

 

Stay safe & well 

 

Bristol North West League Committee    

  


