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August 2021 news update 

 
On Tuesday 3rd August 2021 the league committee finally met in person for the 

first time in over 12 months & were able to discuss & debate a number of 

topics ahead of the new season which commences on Monday 20th Sept 2021.  

Sadly, in tandem with many other skittle leagues in & around the Bristol area, 

we have also experienced a significant amount of disruption because of the 

Covid pandemic, hence we have made some changes that may prove 

popular/unpopular for some of you but are necessary for the survival of the 

league & player safety. 

  

The first change is the adoption of a 14-team fixture format – also used by 

many of the skittle leagues in Bristol. This basically means 13 teams + 1 Open 

Night per division.  

 

A 14 -team format means we can… 

 

- Start the new season later - 20th Sept 2021. Traditionally teams have 

often struggled for players in the early part of September because of 

holidays. 

 

- It also adds a couple of extra blank weeks into the skittles calendar that 

teams can use for any rearranged fixtures should the dreaded 

`pingdemic` (self isolation period) suddenly hit a team/venue. We have 

also cancelled all cup matches for this season only – hence a few more 

blanks weeks for pingdemic. 

 

- Open Nights are kept at a minimum. Had we stuck with the 16-team 

format, teams could reasonably expect at least 3 or 4 Open Nights per 

division – hence loads of Open Nights. 

 

-  
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Please note, the 14-team format is based on the assumption that all 

remaining teams in the league (currently 63) will be registering for the 

new season. Should we receive any further resignations the above 

format will be tweaked accordingly & could result in additional Open 

Nights per division. 

 

 

Team Registration Fees for the current season have been reduced by 50% & 

will result in each team now paying £30 instead of £60. 

 

12 v 12 or 10 v 10 playing format for the new season?  

Traditionally the league has operated on the 12 v 12 player format, however a 

number of teams are struggling for players and have therefore requested a 10 

v 10 player format. A vote on the playing format will be taken on the night & 

applied accordingly.  

 

The date for the AGM/Open is Tues 31st @ Patchway Labour Club.  

Kick off time is 7:30pm 

Because of Covid restrictions within the club please ensure that one person 

only from each team attends. 

 

 

For information purposes only, a draft copy of the new 14 team format & 

fixture schedule is shown on the website main page. Please be aware that the 

league structure is a draft proposal only and may change if we have any further 

resignations. 
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Lastly, a message from the league fixture secretary “Many thanks for all the 

information provided by the teams that have responded. Unfortunately, I am 

still waiting on a few more responses and can therefore only assume that 

those teams will be registering for the new season”.  

 

The 14-team league format assumes that all remaining teams in the league – 

currently 63 – will register & play in the 2021/22 season. For those teams 

that have not responded, please provide me with the relevant information as 

soon as possible, otherwise I will be forced into last minute changes just 

before the AGM/Open Night on the 31st August 2021.  

 

See you all on the 31st August at Patchway Labour Club – 07:30pm start 

 

 

 

Bristol North West League Committee 


